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we're tonight at the meeting between george w bush and his former rival john mccain scheduled for two 
weeks from now is on very shaky ground mccain is unhappy that the bush camp still is talking about him as 
the pie so a possible vice presidential pick on the Republican ticket meanwhile the Republican Party held a 
fundraiser last night one for the record books here's NBC's David Gregory the dress blacked on the menu 
grilled tenderloin and by the end of the night a windfall a one-night fundraising record at this Washington gala 
the Republican Party with its headliner George W Bush raises twenty one point three million dollars all of that 
what is known as soft money unregulated though perfectly legal donations to the party not the candidate 
we've got the groundwork for victory and | want to thank you very much for your hard work but six months 
before the election Republicans aren't the only ones cashing in research from the public advocacy group 
common cause shows that in the last fifteen months both parties have raised over 160 million dollars nearly 
double what they raised in the 1995-96 election cycle Democrats plan to better their one-night record of 
twelve million when they hold a barbecue tribute to President Clinton next month so what are voters love to 
think it's about who has access who has to who pays to play and who gets to be heard and while governor 
Bush tried fellow Republicans were excessive partisanship some of the money he and the party accept 
comes from the very special interests that seek to block the causes championed by Democrats this RNC 
gala in Washington draws 1500 people at $1500 a ticket there are forty five co-chairman here who raised or 
gave two hundred and fifty thousand those co-chairman include the NRA and Philip Morris other key players 
represent the HMOs they're willing to write a blank check and they want to get something for their dollars 
today Bush raises another two hundred 
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today Bush raises another two hundred fifty thousand dollars for his campaign in North Carolina but pledges 
as president his decisions would not be driven by donors later stands out later sets a tone leader sets an 
agenda and almost they follow me and you know some may choose to follow some may not even so critics 
say all this fundraising by both candidates sends a dangerous signal leaving voters to wonder if it's money 
that matters most David Gregory NBC News Washington good evening Texas Governor George W Bush 
appears to have bounced back from whatever damage he suffered some of it's self-inflicted in his bruising 
race against John McCain for the Republican presidential nomination based on a new NBC news/wall Street 
Journal poll out tonight the governor has made strong gains among women a key voting segment in the poll 
Bush now leads Vice President Al Gore on the race for president head-to-head 46 to 41 percent that's his 
biggest lead since securing the nomination what's going on NBC's David Gregory is following the Bush 
campaign Claire Shipman with the gore campaign David we'll begin with you tonight well Tom Bush's 
advisers are saying tonight these new numbers confirm their highest hopes the Governor Bush could emerge 
from a bruising primary battle with John McCain a Republican who even this early who shows signs of wide 
appeal chase perhaps the best news for Bush he's gaining ground among women like 33 year-old Samuel 
Kremp of suburban Chicago a working mother of two perhaps says she's leaning toward bush because of his 


commitment to reforming education I'm no like someone who will instill family values and fulfill the needs of 
my children in the new NBC news/wall Street Journal poll vice president Gore's eight-point lead among 
women from a month ago has faded the candidates are roughly even now especially significant since the last 
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especially significant since the last Republican presidential candidate Bob Dole proved so unpopular with 
women in 96 losing the women's vote to President Clinton by 16 points governor Bush is seen as a new and 
refreshing kind of Republican he's somebody who unites people who is inclusive who talks about issues in 
terms that connect with women's everyday lives we we'll be particularly important in this election in 1996 
women accounted for a majority 52% of the vote today's poll shows that women make up fully 65% of the 
undecided vote in such a tight race it makes them a huge battleground governor Bush's advisors say will 
court women by remaining positive optimistic a stark contrast to Gore who they say comes across as too 
negative and always on the attack and Bush will hammer away at his favorite issue education this is a 
reason to be in public office in the first place to be able to realize the vast potential of every single citizen and 
it starts with teaching every child to read but his aides can see that Texas governor's popularity among 
women is not solid a lot could happen before Election Day just today in Washington the abortion rights group 
may roll starts airing this ad aimed at women attacking Bush george w bush said i'll do everything in my 
power to restrict abortions critics say bush's biggest weakness sensitive issues like abortion gun control or 
social security which could push women back toward the vice president still most encouraging - Bush's 
advisors tonight what they hope is a trend governor Bush earning points as a compassionate conservative a 
return to where this campaign began Tom thanks very much NBC's David Gregory tonight it is early it's also 
important to remember that presidential elections are settled state by state not by national polls but there are 
some troubling signs for the vice president in this latest survey and NBC's Claire Shipman joins us now from 
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NBC's Claire Shipman joins us now from his campaign Claire Tom al gore deployed today what he thinks will 
be a potent weapon in his battle with George W Bush the issue of social security vice president before a 
cheering union crowd in Atlantic City today gore tried to tear holes in Bush's Social Security reform proposal | 
can't tell you all of what's in governor Bush's secret plan for Social Security because he is refusing to tell the 
American people the details Gore's team says it's too early to worry about polls buts of the NBC numbers 
show a trend that they would like to reverse in addition to losing most of his recent lead among women he's 
also losing among white Catholics his eight-point lead with them two months ago has turned into an 11-point 
lead for Bush and geographically he slipped in the Midwest which most think will be a critical battleground in 
March a 12-point lead today he trails by six points it's the fact that he's emerged from the primaries he's a 
sitting vice president in a time of peace and prosperity and he's down the gore camp says it's only natural 
that his numbers would fall from a high in March when he sailed to primary victory as Bush battled it out with 
John McCain they point to last December when Gore was 11 points behind Bush instead of five points today 
still the last few months have been bumpy for the vice president his own aides say that the campaign has 
been in a defensive Crouch and his stand on Elian Gonzalez counter to the president's left him open to 
charges of pandering for the cuban-american vote Republican strategist Frank Luntz Al Gore is still not well 
known to the public and they still can't identify things that Gore believes in the gore team says a new phase 
has begun with a more aggressive candidate eager to draw contrast with Bush on Social Security for 
example what he wants to do is stay within very comfortable striking doesn't stay competitive but save some 
of his best 
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competitive but save some of his best arguments for the last few months when people are paying attention 
but ultimately Gore's aides say that the best argument for him is one he's been making and one he'll keep 
making that he has the experience that he supports working families and that he can best manage the 
economy Tom thanks very much NBC's Claire Shipman tonight good evening it may not be love but in 


politics it's the next best thing today Texas Governor George W Bush was formally endorsed by his strongest 
opponent Arizona Senator John McCain they met for 90 minutes in Pittsburgh and later | talked to McCain in 
his Washington office the Pittsburgh meeting had been on the calendar for some time but it was only recently 
the McCain decided to endorse what one reporter called taking your medicine now not later | think your take 
the medicine now is probably a good description actually as | as | said before | want to work to elect 
Governor Bush you described what you did today is taking your medicine now rather than later that doesn't 
sound to be like a ringing and enthusiastic endorsement | was jokingly responding to a person who said do 
you feel you're taking your medicine | should sure | joked about it but the fact is that we had a very good 
meeting we had a lot of agreements | enthusiastically endorsed governor Bush and | work for his election 
was the office of vice president mentioned in any form no governor Bush asked me my views on the vice 
presidency and | said | don't wish to be considered and he said | take you at your word | asked the senator 
about his differences with Governor Bush over a campaign finance reform | will continue to pursue my reform 
agenda there will be areas in which we are in agreement which is the majority areas and there will be areas 
from which we 
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and there will be areas from which we are disagree and campaign finance reform will be one of them on 
NBC's Meet the Press last Sunday the evangelists and political activist Pat Robertson questioned McCain's 
stability who can you imagine dealing with our foreign powers and you get my head and you fly off the handle 
it could be very dangerous when given a chance to condemn those remarks today governor Bush failed to do 
so did that disappoint you yes what did you think when you heard Pat Robertson's remarks | wish that every 
American could watch him say that and then they would understand why someone could be that vicious is 
really bad for the Republican Party during the campaign McCain attacked Robertson as an agent of 
intolerance who hurts the Republican Party what's important is that | | had to say what | think is best for the 
Republican Party in America what's good for my country is good for the party and Pat Robertson is not good 
during the course of your campaign regards George Bush you also said you're the only one running for 
president who knows the military and understands the world the only one have you endorsed somebody 
who's not qualified to be President in terms of foreign policy of course not | believe that I'm the best qualified 
and still believed that | was the best qualified that's why I ran | believe that governor Bush is very well-versed 
on many of the issues and | think he will get help hopefully from people like me and from Colin Powell and 
others is it fair to say that you and George W Bush have a good professional understanding but not a very 
close personal relationship | think that's fair to say because | don't know him very well it's first extended 
conversation that I've ever had with him | will continue to pursue the reform agenda that | promised the 
American people when | campaign that | would pursue even though | lost but that doesn't mean that | have to 
be close personal friends with people as for governor Bush this was the final piece 
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governor Bush this was the final piece and ending the often bitter primary campaign and NBC David Gregory 
was there today when the two men met David Tom however force McCain's endorsement is Bush will take 
and what he gets is a bridge to the independent swing voters McCain courted and attracted along the way as 
one Bush advisor puts it tonight this was a blue sky day for the Texas Governor a day of broad smiles and 
backflips | Love You Man David and why not while McCain advisors admit the endorsement was a bitter pill 
for the senator to swallow Bush eagerly claims the backing he feels is overdue enjoys endorsed governor 
Bush endorsed governor Bush | enthusiastically accept so how did this happen how did these two bitter 
rivals come together sooner than anyone expected Bush advisors say it was the governor who sealed the 
deal deciding to call McCain Sunday and stress how important he felt this meeting was McCain is said to 
have decided to endorse Bush after the call and from Bush today and Olive Branch I told him point-blank he 
made me a better candidate he raised a really good campaign and he put that put me through my paces Bob 
all Bush needs McCain supporters while they disagree about the Senators signature issue campaign finance 
reform they say they agree on an approach to save Social Security and improve education there's a lot of 
people who think John is a is not only a great American but a person who's got a good solid agenda for the 


future and as we just said there's a lot there's a lot of areas where we are great of course the real test of this 
endorsement we'll see just to be to see just how closely is to really work together this summer and this fall 
Bush will allow this much he wants his former rival to play a key role of the party's convention this summer in 
Philadelphia Tom thanks very 
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summer in Philadelphia Tom thanks very much NBC's David Gregory tonight good evening it was going to 
be the Senate race of the year New York's feisty Mayor Rudy Giuliani against First Lady Hillary Clinton but 
tonight the mayor has pulled out Giuliani facing treatment for prostate cancer while undergoing a very public 
split from his wife announced he will not be a candidate for the Senate the recent turmoil in the mayor's life 
obviously has affected him well beyond his political decisions we begin with NBC's Andrea Mitchell an 
emotional Rudy Giuliani passes up a good political fight for the first time in his life says fighting cancer is 
more important than trying to defeat Hillary Clinton | used to think the core of me was in power in politics 
probably it isn't the when you feel your mortality and your humanity you realize that at the core of you is first 
of all being able to take care of your health the feisty mayor insists it is his health not turmoil in his personal 
life that is driving him from the race I've decided that what | should do is to place to put my health first the first 
lady today | called him at the conclusion of his announcement to wish him well whom will she face most likely 
an even tougher opponent Long Island Republican congressman Rick Lazio 42 years old elected in 1992 
Catholic says he favors abortion rights but opposes late term abortions and has none of Giuliani's personal 
baggage only three and a half million dollars in the bank half mrs. Clinton's war chest but party leaders 
expect Giuliani will give them some of the nine million he has left to help the party attack mrs. Clinton today 
other possible Republican contenders quickly fall in line behind Lazio work hard he'll get himself around the 
state you will probably appeal to younger voters Lazio will take a few days to get known 
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Lazio will take a few days to get known he will pick up all of the anti Hillary votes and within a very short 
period of time the two will be tied no replacement will have Giuliani celebrity or drama a spurned wife at least 
one acknowledged close personal friend corrosive relations with city's minorities over controversial police 
shootings and now cancer at last night's Town Meeting on MSNBC he acknowledges regrets | made a 
mistake why should | should have | should have should have also conveyed the human feelings that | had of 
compassion and loss for a mother he's rethinking his life my first concern has always been other public 
service other things other so this is a readjustment of my priorities Giuliani has only one year left as mayor 
but could still run for another office in the future but friends are making no predictions saying he is a very 
different man than the combative politician of only three weeks ago Andrea Mitchell NBC News New York 
says NBC Nightly News reported by John Seigenthaler good evening everyone just a day after New York 
City's mayor dropped out of the high-profile New York Senate race Republican Congressman Rick Lazio has 
jumped in he was immediately welcomed by the Democratic candidate First Lady Hillary Clinton who now 
expects a different kind of campaign here's NBC's Hillary Lane and so my fellow New Yorkers today | 
announced that | am a candidate for the United States Senate this is a Republican congressman defazio has 
wanted to run for months but couldn't because party leaders were back in New York City Mayor Rudy 
Giuliani when he withdrew yesterday that support float gelasio and pollsters say it's given him a solid base 
maybe he can get into the 40s by not doing a lot more than attacking Hillary and picking up the anti Hillary 
vote but to get to that magical midfield stripe of 50 he needs to talk about why 
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stripe of 50 he needs to talk about why he wants to be a senator no you can tell from my accent that I'm a 
lifelong New Yorker most about this likely Republican nominee his political resume eight years in the US 
House support for gun control the environment and business la Co supports abortion rights though he 
opposes Medicaid funding and late term abortion it is a mainstream record that fits the thinking of the vast 
majority of people in our state but the Rick Lazio Hillary Clinton wants voters to picture is a Newt Gingrich 


conservative a congressman who voted from nearly all of the planks of the contract with America now the 
veteran in this race the first lady campaign today in a New York suburb near her new home | would like to 
welcome congressman Lazio into this race for the Senate I'm looking forward to a real discussion with him of 
the issues one thing that has not changed in this race the biggest battleground is the suburbs but also up for 
grabs now minority and those voters in New York City who disliked Rudy Giuliani missus Clinton has nearly 
four times the war chest right now but if Lazio demonstrates he can be a strong contender Republican 
contributors can be expected to start rushing in Hillary Lane NBC News New York and the new kinder gentler 
vice president al gore tonight is starting a new phase of his campaign promoting the economic record of the 
last eight years his series of speeches coincide with the news that the federal surpluses are greater than 
ever NBC's Claire Shipman has more tonight after a year of fits and starts wardrobe changes and personality 
makeovers today Al Gore comes back to the obvious the economy standing with former Treasury Secretary 
Robert Rubin he claims prosperity as his major campaign advantage by accident it happened the cause 
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by accident it happened the cause together with the American people we put in place a brand new economic 
strategy Gore aides brag they've spent quote a fortune on polling and research to figure out how Gore can 
make the economy a winning issue they're trying to make a case that the stewardship of the economy for the 
last eight years has been pretty strong and stick with us and we'll make even more progress sounds simple 
but experts say prosperity helps george w bush to with big government surpluses predicted it's tough for 
example for Gore to argue against a bush tax cut but in an interview today the vice president still calls Bush 
fiscally irresponsible well he has overshot even the largest estimates of what the surplus will be gore and his 
advisors are hoping that focusing on the booming economy will put his campaign back on firm ground a lot of 
this spring was marred by internal sniping clumsy moves on Elian Gonzales a negative campaign style that 
the vice president now calls a mistake and a drop in the polls in fact Gore's been so frustrated that in the last 
two weeks he's shaken up his campaign team yet again adding a new high-level manager tripled the size of 
his staff hired Clinton's record-breaking money man Terry McAuliffe to run the convention and launched a 
twenty five million dollar DNC sponsored ad campaign gore will spend the coming months pitching his theme 
of economic prosperity to a public that everyone agrees isn't paying much attention yet and he's well aware if 
he can't get people to focus on their wallets he'll have a hard time coming up with a better theme Claire 
Shipman NBC News New York presidential politics and a big dollar proposal to the bush and gore 
campaigns aimed at drawing attention to the issue of education at the same time raising questions about 
how and when the candidates will face off and head to head to base more from NBC's Lisa Myers 
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head to base more from NBC's Lisa Myers tonight billionaire financier Ted foresman accusing both bush and 
gore promoting pedestrian solutions to an education crisis today offers the two candidates a half million 
dollars for their favorite charities if they agree to debate education for 90 minutes I'm giving these two an 
opportunity in just 90 minutes to raise money for others to engage in a debate on the most important 
challenge facing our country today and to do a good turn for disadvantaged children as well Gore 
immediately embraces the idea but not the money nobody has to give money to get me the debate I'm ready 
to debate | want to debate twice a week and I'm anxious to have as many debates as possible if you want to 
sponsor a debate I'll do it tomorrow but Bush rejects the offer a spokesman says he'll definitely debate Gore 
at some point but the Forsman should use his money to help children trapped in bad schools Bush has 
suggested he's unlikely to debate until fall as is traditional there's gonna be ample time to debates to debate 
if the best time to debate is when people are paying attention but this year the normal rhythms of the political 
calendar are interrupted soon after the traditional Labor Day campaign kickoff comes the Olympics for almost 
three weeks then there is a brief window in which a bipartisan debate commission has scheduled three 
presidential debates immediately followed by the World Series which doesn't end until nine days before the 
election Gore wants a debate before voters get distracted by the Olympics to try to shake up the ranks why 
gore is known as a smart strong debater there are a lot of questions about Bush's ability his competence and 
his intelligence Bush advisors want to limit his exposure but know that he liked Ronald Reagan in 1980 


needs to reassure swing voters who like him that have questions | don't think people are looking for a 
Washington or a Jefferson or a Lincoln but is is he big enough for the job is he smart enough and and you 
know my guess I'll be is e competent tonight Bush advisers say they've not totally 
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Bush advisers say they've not totally ruled out early debates the gore camp claims to be supremely confident 
that when debates finally happen their candidate will prevail not necessarily on charm but on maturity and 
experience Lisa Myers NBC News Washington and in a moment it's not your imagination you presidential 
politics now and the National nominating convention of a party which hopes to mount a formidable challenge 
to the two major parties this fall more than 319 delegates from 39 states are in Denver this weekend to 
choose a standard bearer for the Green Party they spent this day adopting a platform which stresses 
environmental issues the odds-on favorite to win the nomination consumer advocate Ralph Nader his 
presence on the ballot in California could in particular hurt the gore campaign Kansas City 


END 


